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The main outcome of our recent AGM is that next year’s competition will have two categories, so 
members can enter both one long play (at least 50 minutes) and one short play (10 minutes). Of course, 
they can enter just one play if they wish. 
 
The prize for the winner of the long play competition will be $300 cash plus a further $1,000 towards a 
production of their play. It was felt that the best prize of all is to get your play performed and so whatever 
we could offer should be directed to that end. The Runner-up will get a $200 cash prize. 
 
The prizes for the 10-minute play competition will be similar to this year. The winner will get a cash prize 
of $100; the top three will be offered a development workshop organised by Playmarket; and we will 
promote the eight finalists as a single show with the hope that we can get a production (as we have the 
last two years). 
 
We are delighted that Dave Armstrong has agreed to adjudicate our long play competition and June Allen 
has agreed to adjudicate the 10-miute play competition. You can submit your plays any time between 1st 
March and 30th April. 
 
A total of 22 members participated in this year’s AGM (9 in person and 13 by email) – far more than in 
previous years. The email option proved very popular and we will try to make it a regular feature of the 
AGM. Thank you, all of those who took the trouble to respond. Your comments were significant and some 
led to constructive discussions on the day. 
 
The full minutes will be produced and circulated in due course. In the meantime, may I wish you all the 
very best for the festive season. 
 
Colin Beardon, President of PANZ  
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dunmore
mailto:cbeardon@ihug.co.nz
mailto:A.R.Farrow@massey.ac.nz
mailto:xinepd@ihug.co.nz
mailto:regtheamigo@hotmail.com
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/
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PLAYWRIGHTS ASSOCIATION OF NEW ZEALAND (INC) 

PANZ Play Competition 2017 

Adjudicators:  Dave Armstrong and June Allen  
 

Proudly sponsored by PLAYMARKET 
 

Enquiries and submissions to: panz2017@vodafone.co.nz 
 

Website: newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com 
 
RULES: 

 

1. Only members of PANZ may enter the competition. Membership is open to any person who is a 
long-term resident of New Zealand or is residing here for the whole of 2017. The annual 
membership fee is $25. To join see: newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com or email 
playwrightsnz@gmail.com.  

2. There is no additional entry fee for the competition; your membership subscription is your entry 
fee. 

3. A member may submit one play in each category (see below). Each play may be individually 
authored or co-authored.  

4. Scripts must be suitable for performing on stage.  

5. The name of the author(s) and/or their contact details must not appear anywhere on the script. 

6. Scripts should contain the title, a list of characters and the setting but no synopsis. The dialogue 
should be clearly laid out and easily distinguishable from stage directions. 

7. The script must not be an adaptation of anyone else’s previously published or performed work. 
We advise that you check copyright if quoting previously published work. 

8. The play must not have been performed before a paying audience before 1 May 2017. 

9. Entries must be submitted by email to panz2017@vodafone.co.nz  

        attaching a completed Entry Form and the script as a Word file. 

10. Entries open 01 March 2017 and close 30 April 2017. 

11. Results of both categories will be announced in July 2017.  

12. There will be two categories of entry: scripts of (A) long plays and (B) short plays.  

13. Category A (long plays): Plays must have a playing time of at least 50 minutes. There will be a 
Winner who will receive a cash prize of $300 plus $1,000 towards a production of their play within 
the next 18 months (payable once a venue and director are arranged). They will also be 
presented with the PANZ trophy which can be held until the next long play competition. The 
trophy may not be taken out of New Zealand.  There will also be a Runner-up who will receive a 
cash prize of $200. 

14. Category B (short plays): Plays must have a playing time of between 7 and 10 minutes. There will 
be up to eight Finalists and, within these, First, Second and Third place winners. The First place 
winner will receive a cash prize of $100. The First, Second and Third place winners will be invited 
to a workshop later in 2017 organised by Playmarket where a professional script advisor, director 
and professional actors will help develop their winning plays. This will be held in Wellington or 
Auckland. PANZ will promote the plays of all Finalists as a single show and is hopeful of finding at 

mailto:panz2017@vodafone.co.nz
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/join-us/
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/join-us/
mailto:playwrightsnz@gmail.com
mailto:panz2017@vodafone.co.nz
https://newzealandplaywrights.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/panz-2017-comp-entry2.doc
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least one organisation willing to give them a public production (we were successful in 2015 and 
2016). See our website (newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com) for the latest information. 

15. In the event of a production, the director will not make alterations, additions or deletions to the 
Script except with the consent of the writer. For the purposes of copyright ownership, any agreed 
alterations, additions or deletions of any kind will be deemed to be the writer’s own work. Casting, 
set, sound, lighting effects and stage directions are at the discretion of the director. 

16. Once selected for performance writers may not withdraw their play from production without the 
permission of PANZ. 

17. All rights of each play will remain with the author.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Competition Poster 
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MEMBERS' NEWS 

APRIL PHILLIPS  

April Phillips’ comedy STiFF was produced by New Plymouth Little Theatre, New Plymouth, November 23 
to December 17, 2016, directed by John Lawson.  
 

 
Catrin Scott, Kim Manukonga and Emma Utiger in STiFF, New Plymouth 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHONA WILSON 
 
Shona Wilson directed her first play Paperless in A Night of Theatre and Song at New Plymouth Little 
Theatre, New Plymouth in April, 2016. This comedy is "a light-hearted, but emotive look at redundancy."  
 

 
Shona Wilson and Shona Benton, directors of A Night of Theatre and Song, New Plymouth 

 
Shona Wilson also played Colleen Bacon in Secret Bridesmaids' Business, staged by Repertory Theatre, 
New Plymouth in August.  

http://www.aprilphillips.com/Home.html
http://www.aprilphillips.com/Stiff.html
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/lifestyle/86912250/review-stiff-gets-solid-review-after-breaking-ticket-sale-records
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/lifestyle/78490342/Review-A-Night-of-Theatre-and-Song
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TIM HAMBLETON 
 
Tim Hambleton’s comedy Heaven Help Us! was produced at Kapiti Playhouse, Paraparaumu, November 
23 to December 3, 2016, directed by Mark Harris. This play has now had 7 different productions around the 
country and is to be performed next year by Elmwood Players of Christchurch.  
 

 
Back: Grace Wynne-Ewens, Kimberley Butterfield, David Butterfield, Claire Fleming, Bruce Weir. 

Front: Nancy McLean. Heaven Help Us!, Paraparaumu 

 

 
Tim Hambleton in Paraparaumu 

http://www.playmarket.org.nz/playwrights/tim-hambleton
http://www.kapitiplayhouse.org.nz/events/event/heaven-help-us
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NATALIYA ORYSHCHUK 
 
Nataliya Oryshchuk’s The Lifecycle of Refrigerators was performed at The Institute of Refrigeration 
Heating and Air Conditioning Engineers party in November. 

 

 
Gwilym Wogan, Andrew Bolitho, Joanna Prendergast, Sophie Rea and Georgina Briggs 

in The Lifecycle of Refrigerators 

 
In December NO Productions Theatre Collective performed their first season of immersive ghost tours 
Christmas at the Haunted House at the historical Deans House, Christchurch. The concept and the 
script were created by Nataliya Oryshchuk, who also produced the show and acted in it. The season sold 
out, and the show will be back in March 2017 due to popular demand.  
 

 
(Back) Michael Adams, Georgina Briggs, Joanna Prendergast 
(Front) Nataliya Oryshchuk in Christmas at the Haunted House 

https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/nataliya-oryshchuk/
https://www.facebook.com/NOProductionsTheatre/


Playwrights Association of New Zealand Newsletter - December 2016                                         7 

  

REX MCGREGOR  
 
Rex McGregor’s short play Her Daughter's Doll was produced at 6'10: A Showcase of African American 
Theater, Smoked Apple Theatre Group, 1619 Flux, Louisville, Kentucky, November 19, 2016, directed 
by Gwendolyn Atkinson-Sample. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Her Daughter's Doll in Louisville, Kentucky. Front: Anthony Murrell (Caleb), Stacey Hopson (Jeniece), Shay 
Smith (Retha), Gwendolyn Atkinson-Sample (director). Back: Tiffany Johnson & Bryanne Kelly 
 

Next Door Nativity  The Night Before Christmas scratch night, The Lemon Tree Lounge, Aberdeen, 
Scotland, December 13, 2016 
 
Best Chance Café  (reading) New Works Festival, Arts Resources of the Tri-State, Renaissance Theatre, 
Huntington, West Virginia, December 3, 2016 
 
The Power of Enchantment  Playwrights and Artists Festival, KNOW Theatre, Binghamton, New York, 
November 26 & December 4, 2016, directed by Josh Sedelmeyer 
 
None of Your Blarney  Just Do Right, Atramental Theatre, Nailour Hall & Jean Stokes Community Hall, 
London, November 20-25, 2016, produced by Rory Devlin

http://www.rexmcgregor.com/
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/her-daughters-doll.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/353123265033802/
https://www.facebook.com/events/353123265033802/
https://www.facebook.com/Smoked-Apple-Theatre-Group-1010000239010577/?fref=nf
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/next-door-nativity.html
http://www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/events/scratch-night-the-night-before-christmas
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/best-chance-cafeacute.html
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/best-chance-cafeacute.html
http://www.artstristate.org/
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/the-power-of-enchantment.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1284817274871510/
http://knowtheatre.org/
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/none-of-your-blarney.html
https://www.list.co.uk/event/20924240-just-do-right/
http://www.atramentaltheatre.co.uk/
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4 PLAYS 
 
To raise funds for the restoration of their Town Hall, Warkworth Theatre Group produced 4 Plays, a 
quadruple bill of short plays at Old Masonic Hall, Warkworth, November 25-27, 2016. 
 
That Bloody Intersection by Joanna Jayne St John. 
A Vietnam veteran, a barmaid, a single mum and a Territorial Army corporal have combined forces to 
blow up the Hill Street intersection. 
 

 
Brittany Toomey, Robyn Kellian, John Burton and Rosie Hutchinson rehearsing That Bloody Intersection 

 

Forget Me Not by Kerrie Anne Spicer 
Set in a doctor’s office, where an elderly husband and wife discover what their future holds. 

     Kerrie Anne Spicer and her                                  
   mother at 4 Plays, Warkworth                                Susan Howard, Robin Brown and Jo Lewin in Forget Me Not 

https://www.facebook.com/isabella.mcdermott
http://www.localmatters.co.nz/Lifestyle/Entertainment+News/November+2016/Plot+to+blow+up+Hill+Street+unveiled.html
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/joanna-jayne-st-john/
http://www.kerrieannespicer.com/
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Border Control by Richard Prevett 
An innocent tourist falls victim to an over-zealous airport official. 
(Richard and his wife Jo were amused by the coincidence that the two actors appearing in Border Control 
were also named Richard and Jo.) 
 

 
Jo Prevett, Richard Boyle, Jo Lewin and Richard Prevett at 4 Plays, Warkworth 

 
The Interview by Richard C Harris 
A satirical comedy about an interviewee who receives advice from another candidate. 

(Forget Me Not, Border Control & The Interview were finalists in the 2015 PANZ 10-Minute Play 
Competition and are published in Stage Journeys : 10 short plays from New Zealand.) 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ROBERT GILBERT 
 
Robert Gilbert’s short comedy Between the Aisles (the winner of this year’s PANZ Playwriting Competition) 

received a reading with the Pittsburgh New Works Festival, Original Play Reading Series, 3rd Street Gallery, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, December 5, 2016. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DOUG WRENN AWARD 
 
The Doug Wrenn Award is given 
annually to a member of PANZ who 
has had considerable success with 
their play writing. The AGM had quite a 
long list to consider this year and 
wishes to acknowledge the 
achievements of many of our 
members. It decided to make the 
Award to Rex McGregor for achieving 
international productions of over a 
dozen of his plays. Well, done Rex! 
 
Colin Beardon, President of PANZ  
 

                                                                       Threatened Panda Fights Back (Miami and New York)           

https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/richard-prevett/
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/richard-harris/
https://www.amazon.com/Stage-Journeys-short-plays-Zealand/dp/151737555X
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/robert-gilbert/
http://www.pittsburghnewworks.org/readingseries/
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/
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WRITE ON  
 
by Donna Banicevich Gera 
 
This December I’m in Melbourne and I’m thinking about the weather – all the 
time. If it’s sunny I’m off to the beach and if it’s raining I’m shopping. In the 
evenings, regardless of what the weather is doing, I’m eating, drinking, and 
going to see everything I can. But of course the weather does dictate where and 
when. In my spare time of course I’m writing. Seriously – I am. 
 
Therefore when writing I need to consider the weather as it’s constantly shaping 
my days. It’s important I consider how it can decide characters’ behaviours in the 
world I’m creating on the page for the stage. If it’s hot or cold characters are 
going to be doing different things, thinking differently, feeling differently, and 
wearing different clothes. The seasons will also influence my setting and my lighting. 
 
So if you need a few exercises to try as you relax on the couch, recovering from all the Christmas fare 
you’ve indulged in, try these suggestions drawn from the weather: 
1. Write a scene that takes place inside during the morning 
2. Rewrite this scene when it’s raining/sunny 
3. Rewrite this scene outside in the afternoon 

Then ask yourself how the weather plays into the tone of the scenes? 
 
As we know if we don’t have ‘conflict’ we have no story. So why not also try listing 10 problems your main 
character may encounter – related to the weather but unrelated to the story you’re telling. Where could 
this take your script? Then choose one problem and write a one page monologue for your character. 
 
And of course we need …………………………………….action! Write five action scenarios focusing on the 
weather as a catalyst: 

1. I’m freezing 
2. I’m so hot 
3. I’m hungry 
4. I’m scared 
5. We need to get out of here 

 
If you need something more energetic why not go for a walk with a notebook? Pay close attention to 
what’s going on around you. Breathe in and study the tone of the environment. It’s amazing how this can 
stimulate the imagination. How could you write this? How about sketching a few characters from your 
observations? Inspiration is all around us – Melbourne or no Melbourne.  
 
That’s it from me for 2016. 
 
I hope you all have a great festive season. Best wishes for the New Year.  
 
Write on… 
 
Donna Banicevich Gera 

http://www.cecwellington.ac.nz/presenters/1891-donna-banicevich-gera

