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Season’s Greetings to everyone and I hope you are all enjoying some kind of a break. I find this a good 
time to take a step back and re-assess some medium and long term objectives – particularly in the area 
of play writing. Which is a subtle way of saying that I don’t actually get much writing done! 
  
We held a most successful AGM on 17 December, with seven members present and a further ten 
contributing by email, which all led to an interesting discussion and some significant decisions.  
  
The minutes will be circulated once the season’s festivities are over, but the main thing to emerge was 
that in 2018 we will again be holding two competitions, but their closing dates will be different. There will 
be a Short Play competition (30-50 minutes) closing on 30 April 2018 and a 10-minute Play Competition 
(7-10 minutes) closing on 30 August 2018. 
  
There is evidence that our focus on getting our plays out there and performed is beginning to pay off. The 
AGM came up with several ideas on how we might continue to do this. We are now working through 
these and hope to be able to announce some exciting prizes for our 2018 competitions in the new year. 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 2017 Committee, each member of which contributed in 
some important way this year, and thank you all for continuing into 2018. Thanks also to the three 
members who put their hands up to join us in an enlarged committee for 2018. 
  
So, while you are lazing on the beach or at yet another barbecue, keep your ears open for that odd 
snatch of conversation that sets your imagination wandering. It just might be the start of something, and 
that something might be suitable for one of our competitions. 
 
Colin Beardon, President of PANZ  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dunmore
mailto:pam.oliver.waiheke@gmail.com
mailto:A.R.Farrow@massey.ac.nz
mailto:regtheamigo@hotmail.com
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/
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PANZ OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR 2017 
 
The PANZ Annual General Meeting on 17 December decided to rename the “Doug Wrenn Award” as the 
"PANZ Outstanding Achievement Award.” 
 
This year, the award goes to April Phillips (Wellington) for multiple productions of her plays. 
 
April writes: “This is an absolute honour and I humbly 
and gratefully accept it. I really am overwhelmed, but so 
very appreciative of this recognition. Please extend my 
thanks to everyone who was involved in this nomination 
and decision. I really am completely chuffed.   
 
“It’s a challenging industry and particularly challenging 
for me as the working mother of a very high-demand 
special needs child. There are many times when I briefly 
entertain an idea of quitting my career, but then a new 
idea pops into my head, too noisy to ignore, or I receive 
some very welcome affirmation like this one and that 
keeps me going. So thank you. 
 
“Here's to a fabulous and productive new year for all the 
PANZ members.” 
 
April Phillips 
 

 
2018 PANZ PLAY COMPETITIONS 

 
Playwrights Association of New Zealand will hold two playwriting competitions in 2018. 
 

• A Short Play Competition (running time 30-50 minutes) 
 
Entries open 1 March 2018, close 30 April 2018 with results announced in August 2018. 
Adjudicator - to be announced. Registrar: Christine Beardon. 
 

• A 10-minute Play Competition (running time 7-10 minutes) 
  
Entries open 1 July 2018, close 30 August 2018 with results announced in November 2018. 
Adjudicator - Richard C Harris (confirmed). Registrar: Kerrie Spicer. 
 
Details of prizes to follow. 

 

 
2017 COMPETITION UPDATE 

 
Prize winners in the PANZ annual playwrighting competitions are continuing to find that this endorsement 
from PANZ is a significant factor in getting plays performed.  
 
Robert Gilbert, 2017 Long Play Competition winner, advises that his play DTU is likely to be performed in 
Christchurch.  
 
The Matamata Dramatic Society has the rights to perform Long Play runner up Richard Prevett's play 
Family Trust in September 2018.  
 
Both theses venues are appropriate because DTU is set around the 2011 Christchurch earthquake while 
Family Trust portrays events in a rural farm homestead. 

http://www.aprilphillips.com/Home.html
http://www.robertgilbert.co.nz/about-1
https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/richard-prevett/
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PANZ TROPHY  
 
Robert Gilbert, winner of this year’s Long Play Competition, received the PANZ trophy at the PANZ AGM 
in Auckland Central Library on 17 December. 
 

 
PANZ President Colin Beardon presenting the PANZ trophy to Robert Gilbert 

 

 
Detail of the engraved trophy 

http://www.robertgilbert.co.nz/about-1
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MEMBERS' NEWS 
 

APRIL PHILLIPS 

April Phillips’ REM won the Independent Spirit Award (Short films) at Fantastic Planet, Sydney. “No 

funding. No finance. We produced a world class film with high production values on a self-funded micro 

budget.”  

 

The Opunake Players production of April Phillips’ musical drama Last Dance was nearly cancelled 
three days before the planned opening night. The show’s director Mike Smith received last minute 
advice that the performance rights to ten key songs in the show had been refused by the U.S. 
copyright holders. The reason was that there is a new show about to open in the USA which uses 
the same music and “may tour down under at some time in the future”. The Players argued, with the 
help of Playmarket NZ and APRA, that the scale of the local production was very unlikely to have 
any impact on a professional show, but the refusal stood. Suddenly several months hard work and 

http://www.aprilphillips.com/Home.html
http://www.anightofhorror.com/2017-program
https://www.facebook.com/156925451031802/photos/a.1578272895563710.1073741833.156925451031802/1578272382230428/?type=3&theater
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commitment by the cast and crew, not to mention considerable financial investment by the Players, 
was at risk.  
 
Director Mike Smith says, “We were all devastated – as a group we decided that we could not 
proceed with the show using the restricted music, not wanting to be in the position of facing a 
copyright court case, but without the music we didn’t have a show. APRA had been confident in the 
availability of the rights when last checked in February, but the new Donna Summer tribute show in 
the U.S. has changed the game.”  
 
Then something amazing happened. In the space of a few hours after hearing of the Players’ 
problem, the playwright, April Phillip, provided a revised script and four new original songs to be 
used instead. Mike says he was very dubious about the three day time frame available to make 
major changes, but shared the new material with wife Wendy, and Players members Lynelle Kuriger 
and Chloe Danz. They said, “We can so do this!”  
 
The Players committee and production crew hatched an ambitious plan to delay the opening night by 
two days, and spend all weekend rehearsing the new songs. Jo Lane, who plays “Mum”, provided 
her own beautiful original composition to replace what was probably the most emotional track in the 
score, and Mike considers it to be better than the original. “You’d need to be pretty staunch not to 
develop a little sinus trouble when you hear it” said Mike. “I can’t believe what’s happened in the last 
week. We desperately wanted to carry on. For our sake, for April’s sake, given that this is the world 
premiere of Last Dance, and to give our cast the opportunity to present the result of months of 
commitment. We have a very special group of people here.”   
 

 
The Go-Go girls; Candy (Debbie Coombe), Ginger (Chloe Danz) and Brandy (Honey-Rose Hutchins) 

Last Dance 
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Other productions of plays by April Phillips 
 
Death & Taxe$  Cambridge Repertory Society, Cambridge, 18 November – 2 December, directed by 
Amanda McCloughen. 
 

 
Steve McMurray (centre, white) in the lead role as Gareth Burke in Death & Taxe$, Cambridge 

 

SNiP and Bonking James Bond  Warkworth Theatre Group, Warkworth Town Hall, 9-11 November. 
 

 
SNiP and Bonking James Bond cast and crew, Warkworth 

http://www.aprilphillips.com/Death_and_Taxes.html
http://www.aprilphillips.com/Snip.html
http://www.aprilphillips.com/Bonking_James_Bond.html
https://www.wwtheatre.co.nz/
http://www.aprilphillips.com/Snip.html
http://www.aprilphillips.com/Bonking_James_Bond.html
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BRONWYN ELSMORE 
 
Bronwyn Elsmore’s children’s paly Goldisnowerellahood will be produced by Elmwood Players, 
Christchurch, 18-21 and 25-27 January, directed by Libby Wilson and Shanice Adair. 
 

 

http://www.flaxroots.com/
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ANGIE FARROW 
 
Angie Farrow’s Before the Birds and The River: two plays for community theatre have been 
published by Steele Roberts. 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

REX McGREGOR  
 
Rex McGregor’s monologue Sweet Fright 
was performed at Halloween Monologue-A-
Looza, Samuel French Bookshop, Los 
Angeles, California, 28 October. 
 
Two of his short comedies had play 
readings:  
 
Flight of the Cows  Northport Readers 
Theater, The Playhouse at St Paul's, 
Northport, New York, 30 October.  
 
Next Door Nativity  The Leytonstone Itch, 
Gerry's, Theatre Royal Stratford East, 
London, 9 December. 
 
 
 
 

       Linda L. Rand performing Sweet Fright, Los Angeles 
 

http://www.playmarket.org.nz/playwrights/angie-farrow
http://steeleroberts.co.nz/product/before-the-birds/
http://www.rexmcgregor.com/
https://www.rexmcgregor.com/sweet-fright.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/102883490461948/?active_tab=discussion&__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A102883490461948%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_event_posts%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221058178634193603%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22eb055ae14e5695eb21114aeec3e86595%22%7D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/102883490461948/?active_tab=discussion&__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A102883490461948%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_event_posts%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221058178634193603%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22eb055ae14e5695eb21114aeec3e86595%22%7D%7D
https://www.rexmcgregor.com/flight-of-the-cows.html
http://northportplays.webstarts.com/index.html
http://northportplays.webstarts.com/index.html
https://www.rexmcgregor.com/next-door-nativity.html
https://theleytonstoneitch.com/
http://www.stratfordeast.com/whats-on/all-shows/the-leytonstone-itch-a-pre-xmas-party
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DOLLY VARDEN-CHAMBERS 
 
Dolly Varden-Chambers has written two books with 
theatre themes. 
 
Nick Goes on Stage is about an 8-year-old boy who 
auditions for a pantomime and learns all the technical 
terms etc. for theatre whilst also telling a story. It is 
suitable for 8 to 12-year-olds.  
Price: $21.85 + plus postage. 
 
The Book of Short Plays includes 7 in total. The book is 
designed to be used as a script with spiral binding.  
Price: $34.00 with postage. 
 

These books are currently only available from Dolly 
Varden-Chambers, by email seldolchambers@xtra.co.nz 
or P.O.Box 33, Matamata. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://newzealandplaywrights.wordpress.com/for-hire/dolly-varden-chambers/
mailto:seldolchambers@xtra.co.nz

